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University Communications
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(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
April 5, 1994

UM OFFERS SEVENTH ANNUAL SUMMER WRITERS’ WORKSHOP AT YELLOW BAY
MISSOULA Four nationally acclaimed authors will offer personalized instruction on diverse types of
writing at The University of Montana’s seventh annual Yellow Bay W riters’ Workshop, August 1420 .

July 1 is the application deadline for the weeklong workshop in the informal setting of
UM ’s biological research station on Flathead Lake.
Faculty members are: Gretel Ehrlich, nonfiction; Earl Ganz, beginning writers; Edward
Hirsch, poetry; and Beverly Lowry, fiction. Enrollment in each faculty member’s workshop is
limited; applications will be reviewed and accepted as they arrive.
Ehrlich is perhaps best known for "The Solace of Open Spaces," her book about ranch-land
Wyoming. Her other books include the essay collection "Islands, the Universe, Home," the short
story collection "Drinking Dry Clouds," the poetry volume "Arctic Heart" and "Heart Mountain," a
novel about Japanese internment in the Rocky Mountains. She has received Guggenheim and
National Endowment for the Arts fellowships, the White Award and an American Academy of Arts
and Letters award for distinguished prose. Her essays and stories have been published in Harper’s,
The Atlantic, Outside and Time. Her forthcoming memoir, "A Match to the Heart," explores her
physical, emotional and spiritual experiences after being struck by lightning on her Wyoming ranch.
Ganz has taught writing at UM for 28 years. In 1966 he joined poet Richard Hugo in
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directing the University’s creative writing program. His approach to teaching includes reading and
discussing selections of highly stylized authors, then assigning writing exercises that use their prose
as inspiration. In his Yellow Bay workshop, students will be asked to write and critique each
other’s attempts at fantasy, satire, confession and realism. Ganz, the author of the short stories
collection "Animal House," has published fiction in New Letters, The Literary Review and
Cutbank. He is working on a novel, "The History of the Jews in Montana," about a single father
raising his children in a Western town.
Hirsch won the National Book Critics Circle Award in 1986 for his book of poems, "Wild
Gratitude." His first poetry collection, "For the Sleepwalkers," received the Lavan Younger Poets
Award from The Academy of American Poets and the Delmore Schwartz Memorial Award from
New York University. He has also published "Earthly Measures" and "The Night Parade," which
received the Ferguson Memorial Award. Other honors include a NEA and Guggenheim
fellowships, an Ingram Merrill Award and the Rome Prize from the American Academy and
Institute of Arts and Letters. His poems and reviews appear frequently in such magazines as The
Nation, The New Republic and The New Yorker. He teaches poetry at the University of Houston.
Lowry is the author of six novels -- "Breaking Gentle," "The Perfect Sonya," "Daddy’s
Girl," "Emma Blue," "Come Back, Lolly Ray," and "The Track of Real Desires" - and the
nonfiction "Crossed Over," about the death of her son and her obsession and friendship with a
young Texas woman convicted of murder. Her short stories and essays have been widely
anthologized and published in Vanity Fair, Playgirl, Rolling Stone, Ladies’ Home Journal, Granta,
The Black Warrior Review and The New York Times. She has received NEA and Guggenheim
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fellowships and twice received the Texas Institute of Letters Jesse Jones Award for Fiction. Lowry,
who was the Richard Hugo Writer-in-Residence at UM in 1992, has taught creative writing at the
University of Houston, Rice University, Florida International University and George Mason
University.
This year’s workshop will feature special guests Carol Houck Smith, a vice-president and
senior editor at W.W. Norton & Company in New York, and British actor, drama coach and stage
director Keith Buckley. Buckley, a Missoula resident, will conduct a mini-workshop on how
writers can learn to give more effective public readings.
Applications must include a five-page writing sample and a one-page biography. Also due
on July 1 is a deposit of $200 toward the workshop registration fee, which includes all events,
optional academic credit, meals and lodging. The fee is $725 for a single-occupancy cabin or $695
for a double-occupancy cabin; the cost for participants who will stay elsewhere and commute to the
workshop is $425. The balance of the fee must be paid by Aug. 1. Round-trip transportation from
Missoula to Yellow Bay is available for $40 per person.
For a brochure and application form, contact the Yellow Bay Writers’ Workshop, Center for
Continuing Education, The University of Montana, Missoula 59812; 243-6486 or 243-2094.
Individuals not participating in the entire workshop may attend readings and lectures for $5 per
session. For a schedule, available July 15, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to the above
address.
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